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The Word of the Lord from Matthew 10:32-33: Jesus said, “So everyone who acknowledges me 

before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, but whoever denies me before 
men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.” This is the Word of the Lord. 

 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
I’ve got to say, those words above don’t sound like the most gracious thing that Jesus has ever 

said. If I’m in a bad mood, it almost sounds like the Lord is saying, “Nice salvation you got there. It 
would be a shame if something happened to it.” But maybe we’re missing something.  

 
Imagine that it’s Germany during the Reformation, and you’re sitting on a fine Sunday morning 

in your medieval stone church. Sadly, the Peasants’ Revolt is well underway, and the local peasants have 
been attacking the nobles in the area and … faring badly. Suddenly during our service, a band of peasants 
burst through the doors, having been soundly defeated in battle while attacking their prince’s household. 
The prince and his knights quickly surround the church. The peasants have no choice but to surrender, 
and now the prince has to figure out who is a rebel to be detained for execution, and who is a parishioner 
to be released. He confers with the pastor, and the prince says, “All parishioners, stand up and join your 
pastor. You are free to go.” With all the rest of the congregation, you stand up and you leave alive. Those 
who remain face death for their crimes.  

 
Would it be tough to say that you’re a member there and stay alive? At that time, I would not 

recommend you say, “I choose this moment to deny that I am part of this congregation.” 
 
Get the idea? Now, some of you already want to poke holes in my illustration: you want to say 

that the rebels will just claim to be parishioners and make their escape. Fine, but hold on and let me make 
my point first.  

 
Here’s my point: Jesus Christ has died for the sins of the world – not just for some, but for all. He 

desires all to be saved; and every time His gospel is proclaimed, His forgiveness and salvation go into the 
ears of all who hear it. Not all believe, and we don’t know why some do and some don’t. But we do 
know that when someone hears the gospel and does not believe, it is not because Jesus hasn’t given them 
forgiveness, but because they’ve rejected the forgiveness He has given.  

 
As a Christian, you’ve received those gifts of forgiveness and salvation, and you cling to them. 

That’s faith, and that’s the work of the Holy Spirit. By those gifts and the Holy Spirit’s work, you are an 
heir of eternal life. You are part of the kingdom of God. Forgiveness, life and salvation are not things you 
hope to gain – they are already yours, and you have them unless you give them up.  

 
So imagine the Lord returns at this very moment and this day becomes Judgment Day, and He 

says, “All of My forgiven people who believe in Me and desire salvation, stand up and enter the kingdom 
of heaven. Whoever doesn’t believe in Me, remain where you are for trial.” You wouldn’t be thinking, 
“Wow, the Savior is really twisting my arm here!” You’d be thinking “Amen! Finally!,” and you’d be up 
and running through the gates with great joy! 

 
Now, for those illustration-hole-pokers who wanted to talk about the rebels sneaking out of the 

church before, here’s the thing about the Last Day. Those who are not forgiven will be looking for a way 
to escape hell, but they will not be looking to get into heaven. Unholy people do not want to be close to 



holy God, and it will be no different on the Last Day. Whatever else eternal punishment is, it is the sinner 
finally having to be honest with himself and saying, “I’m not holy because I refused Christ’s gifts of grace 
and salvation, and so I’m not going to be where holy God is.”  

 
All that said, back to Jesus’ words: “Everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will 

acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny 
before my Father who is in heaven.” This isn’t Jesus acting like a thug, saying “Follow Me or else.” He’s 
saying, “Because you’re My child, the kingdom is yours unless you throw it away. Because you 
acknowledge Me, you can be sure I will acknowledge you before My Father in heaven.” Those who are 
part of the kingdom want to talk about it: can you think of anything better to acknowledge – that you 
have hope and eternal life? It’s certainly not something to deny.   

 
 The kingdom is yours already. Your life as a Christian, until the Last Day, is about not throwing 

away the kingdom. That’s why you resist sin that would lead you to chuck it, and why you repent of sin 
when you fall. Let me say it again: the kingdom is already yours.  

 
This puts the devil in a frantic spot. If the kingdom is already yours and you’re just waiting for it 

to be revealed, then all he can do is try to get you to throw it away. His plan is to make you think the 
kingdom isn’t worth it, and one of his tools is suffering.  

 
Jesus warns of some of that suffering in our text: it’s suffering at the hands of those who don’t 

believe. This is an effect of the law on guilty consciences: those who do not believe in Jesus are often 
bothered that you do. Those who rejected Jesus were not content to let Him go His way: they wanted 
Him quiet, or maybe exiled far away, and finally put to death. Even though they were sure He was 
wrong, they couldn’t stand the fact that He was speaking of their sin.  

 
A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master, says Jesus: so if people 

consider Jesus to be a problem, they’re going to consider His followers to be a problem, too. In parts of 
the world, Christians suffer persecution – not because they’re obnoxious, but simply because they try go 
about their lives and callings as you do, and there are parties in the land who will oppose that with 
violence. In our nation, we still have relatively great religious freedom and should be vigilant to protect it; 
however, the cancel-culture is alive and well, and many voices demand that Christians be quiet. In many 
corporations, Christians are faced with a demand to support social doctrines that are contrary to God’s 
Word or face termination; and Christians who defend truth boldly are often subjected to character 
assassination by internet.  

 
In all of these cases, remember: these believers already have eternal life, and the devil is trying to 

pressure them to give up the gift.  
 
Jesus warns of one more situation, and this is a tough one; and it’s one that many of you know 

too well. It’s the pain when someone in the family has left the faith. Jesus speaks of it in terms of 
violence; but in our day and place, it’s a different sort of pain. When children leave the faith, it’s a painful 
test of faith for the parents. Children want their parents’ approval, and so they want parents to approve of 
their waywardness. Parents love their kids, and so parents are tempted to rewrite the Christian faith to 
allow for their kids’ sins. That’s a lot of pain. Sometimes, families will then insist that a pastor and 
congregation rewrite the faith to allow for sin, and that’s painful too.  

 
As I said, this is a tough one. No one lives in a vacuum. If you depart from the Christian faith, it 

is not just your soul in jeopardy, but the souls of those who love you. If a loved one departs from the 
Christian faith, you’ll be sorely tempted to do the same. The devil will want to pit your love for God 
against your love for family.   
 



If this is you, I know it hurts. As a pastor, I want to do my best to bring God’s Word in order to 
sustain suffering Christians in the faith and bring wayward Christians back to it. Don’t hide. Let’s talk.  

 
That’s pretty heavy for Father’s Day, of all days. But I will leave you with this: whether you are 

faced with family pain, potential persecution or some other attack of the devil, Jesus says, “Are not two 
sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. But even 
the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.” 

 
Your Father in heaven knows you. He’s numbered the hairs on your head – your kids, too – in 

baptism. He even takes care of sparrows, for crying out loud; and He didn’t send His Son to die for 
sparrows, but to die for you. How much more precious you are to Him! He’s redeemed you by His blood. 
He forgives your sins in His Word and feeds you His holy Supper. And because Christ has redeemed the 
world, He still pursues lost sinners and wayward believers to bring them back into the fold. Where you 
suffer, see if you suffer for following Jesus; and remember that – for His sake – the kingdom of heaven is 
already yours. 

 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
  

 


